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These records of the past clearly reveal the enmity of Rome toward the
true Sabbath and its defenders, and the means which she employs to

honor the institution of her creating. The word of God teaches that
these scenes are to be repeated as Roman Catholics and Protestants

shall unite for the exaltation of the Sunday.
The prophecy of Revelation 13 declares that the power represented by
the beast with lamblike horns shall cause “the earth and them which
dwell therein” to worship the papacy—there symbolized by the beast

“like unto a leopard.” The beast with two horns is also to say “to them
that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast;”

and, furthermore, it is to command all, “both small and great, rich
and poor, free and bond,” to receive the mark of the beast. Revelation

13:11-16. It has been shown that the United States is the power
represented by the beast with lamblike horns, and that this prophecy

will be ful�lled when the United States shall enforce Sunday
observance, which Rome claims as the special acknowledgment of her
supremacy. But in this homage to the papacy the United States will not

be alone. The in�uence of Rome in the countries that once
acknowledged her dominion is still far from being destroyed. And

prophecy foretells a restoration of her power. “I saw one of his heads
as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed:

and all the world wondered after the beast.” Verse 3. The
in�iction of the deadly wound points to the downfall of the

papacy in 1798. After this, says the prophet, “his deadly wound
was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.” Paul

states plainly that the “man of sin” will continue until the second
advent. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-8. To the very close of time he will carry

forward the work of deception. And the revelator declares, also
referring to the papacy: “All that dwell upon the earth shall worship

him, whose names are not written in the book of life.” Revelation 13:8.
In both the Old and the New World, the papacy will receive homage in

the honor paid to the Sunday institution, that rests solely upon the
authority of the Roman Church.

Since the middle of the nineteenth century, students of prophecy in the



United States have presented this testimony to the world. In the events
now taking place is seen a rapid advance toward the ful�llment of the
prediction. With Protestant teachers there is the same claim of divine

authority for Sundaykeeping, and the same lack of Scriptural
evidence, as with the papal leaders who fabricated miracles to supply

the place of a command from God. The assertion that God’s
judgments are visited upon men for their violation of the Sunday-

sabbath, will be repeated; already it is beginning to be urged. And a
movement to enforce Sunday observance is fast gaining ground.

Marvelous in her shrewdness and cunning is the Roman Church.  She
can read what is to be. She bides her time, seeing that the Protestant

churches are paying her homage in their acceptance of the false
sabbath and that they are preparing to enforce it by the very means

which she herself employed in bygone days. Those who reject the light
of truth will yet seek the aid of this self-styled infallible power to exalt
an institution that originated with her. How readily she will come to

the help of Protestants in this work it is not di�cult to conjecture.
Who understands better than the papal leaders how to deal with

those who are disobedient to the church?
The Roman Catholic Church, with all its rami�cations throughout the
world, forms one vast organization under the control, and designed to

serve the interests, of the papal see. Its millions of communicants, in
every country on the globe, are instructed to hold themselves as bound

in allegiance to the pope. Whatever their nationality or their
government, they are to regard the authority of the church as above

all other. Though they may take the oath pledging their loyalty to the
state, yet back of this lies the vow of obedience to Rome, absolving

them from every pledge inimical to her interests.
History testi�es of her artful and persistent e�orts to insinuate herself

into the a�airs of nations; and having gained a foothold, to further
her own aims, even at the ruin of princes and people.

In the year 1204, Pope Innocent III extracted from Peter II, king of
Arragon, the following extraordinary oath: “I, Peter, king of

Arragonians, profess and promise to be ever faithful and obedient
to my lord, Pope Innocent, to his Catholic successors, and the
Roman Church, and faithfully to preserve my kingdom in his

obedience, defending the Catholic faith, and persecuting heretical



pravity.”—John Dowling, The History of Romanism, b. 5, ch. 6, sec.
55. This is in harmony with the claims regarding the power of the
Roman ponti� “that it is lawful for him to depose emperors” and
“that he can absolve subjects from their allegiance to unrighteous

rulers.”—Mosheim, b. 3, cent. 11, pt. 2, ch. 2, sec. 9, note 17. (See also
Appendix note for page 447.)

And let it be remembered, it is the boast of Rome that she never
changes. The principles of Gregory VII and Innocent III are still the

principles of the Roman Catholic Church. And had she but the power,
she would put them in practice with as much vigor now as in past
centuries. Protestants little know what they are doing when they

propose to accept the aid of Rome in the work of Sunday exaltation.
While they are bent upon the accomplishment of their purpose, Rome
is aiming to re-establish her power, to recover her lost supremacy. Let
the principle once be established in the United States that the church

may employ or control the power of the state; that religious
observances may be enforced by secular laws; in short, that the

authority of church and state is to dominate the conscience, and the
triumph of Rome in this country is assured.

God’s word has given warning of the impending danger; let this be
unheeded, and the Protestant world will learn what the purposes of
Rome really are, only when it is too late to escape the snare. She is

silently growing into power. Her doctrines are exerting their in�uence
in legislative halls, in the churches, and in the hearts of men. She is
piling up her lofty and massive structures in the secret recesses of

which her former persecutions will be repeated. Stealthily and
unsuspectedly she is strengthening her forces to further her own ends

when the time shall come for her to strike. All that she desires is
vantage ground, and this is already being given her.  We shall soon see

and shall feel what the purpose of the Roman element is. Whoever
shall believe and obey the word of God will thereby incur reproach

and persecution. GC 578.2 – GC 581.2

— The Great Controversy Between Christ and Satan by Ellen G White
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While appearing to the children of men as a great physician who can heal all

their maladies, he will bring disease and disaster, until populous cities are

reduced to ruin and desolation. Even now he is at work. In accidents and

calamities by sea and by land, in great con�agrations, in �erce tornadoes and

terri�c hailstorms, in tempests, �oods, cyclones, tidal waves, and earthquakes, in

every place and in a thousand forms, Satan is exercising his power. He sweeps

away the ripening harvest, and famine and distress follow. He imparts to the air

a deadly taint, and thousands perish by the pestilence. These visitations are to

become more and more frequent and disastrous.  Destruction will be upon both

man and beast. “The earth mourneth and fadeth away,” “the haughty people … do

languish. The earth also is de�led under the inhabitants thereof; because they

have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting

covenant.” Isaiah 24:4, 5.
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And then the great deceiver will persuade men that those who serve God are

causing these evils. The class that have provoked the displeasure of Heaven will

charge all their troubles upon those whose obedience to God’s commandments is

a perpetual reproof to transgressors. It will be declared that men are o�ending

God by the violation of the Sunday sabbath; that this sin has brought calamities

which will not cease until Sunday observance shall be strictly enforced; and that

those who present the claims of the fourth commandment, thus destroying

reverence for Sunday, are troublers of the people, preventing their restoration to

divine favor and temporal prosperity. Thus the accusation urged of old against

the servant of God will be repeated and upon grounds equally well established:

“And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he

that troubleth Israel? And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and

thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and

thou hast followed Baalim.” 1 Kings 18:17, 18. As the wrath of the people shall be

excited by false charges, they will pursue a course toward God’s ambassadors very

similar to that which apostate Israel pursued toward Elijah.

































































The miracle-working power manifested through spiritualism will exert its



in�uence against those who choose to obey God rather than men.

Communications from the spirits will declare that God has sent them to

convince the rejecters of Sunday of their error, a�rming that the laws of the

land should be obeyed as the law of God. They will lament the great wickedness

in the world and second the testimony of religious teachers that the degraded

state of morals is caused by the desecration of Sunday. Great will be the

indignation excited against all who refuse to accept their testimony.





Satan’s policy in this �nal con�ict with God’s people is the same that he



employed in the opening of the great controversy in heaven. He professed to be

seeking to promote the stability of the divine government, while secretly

bending every e�ort to secure its overthrow. And the very work which he was

thus endeavoring to accomplish he charged upon the loyal angels. The same

policy of deception has marked the history of the Roman Church. It has

professed to act as the vicegerent of Heaven, while seeking to exalt itself above

God and to change His law.  Under the rule of Rome, those who su�ered death

for their �delity to the gospel were denounced as evildoers; they were declared

to be in league with Satan; and every possible means was employed to cover

them with reproach, to cause them to appear in the eyes of the people and even to

themselves as the vilest of criminals. So it will be now. While Satan seeks to

destroy those who honor God’s law, he will cause them to be accused as

lawbreakers, as men who are dishonoring God and bringing judgments upon the

world.



God never forces the will or the conscience; but Satan’s constant resort—to



gain control of those whom he cannot otherwise seduce—is compulsion by

cruelty. Through fear or force he endeavors to rule the conscience and to secure

homage to himself. To accomplish this, he works through both religious and

secular authorities, moving them to the enforcement of human laws in de�ance

of the law of God.



Those who honor the Bible Sabbath will be denounced as enemies of law and



order, as breaking down the moral restraints of society, causing anarchy and

corruption, and calling down the judgments of God upon the earth. Their

conscientious scruples will be pronounced obstinacy, stubbornness, and

contempt of authority. They will be accused of disa�ection toward the

government. Ministers who deny the obligation of the divine law will present

from the pulpit the duty of yielding obedience to the civil authorities as ordained

of God. In legislative halls and courts of justice, commandment keepers will be

misrepresented and condemned. A false coloring will be given to their words;

the worst construction will be put upon their motives.



As the Protestant churches reject the clear, Scriptural arguments in defense of



God’s law, they will long to silence those whose faith they cannot overthrow by

the Bible. Though they blind their own eyes to the fact, they are now adopting a

course which will lead to the persecution of those who conscientiously refuse to

do what the rest of the Christian world are doing, and acknowledge the claims of

the papal sabbath.



The dignitaries of church and state will unite to bribe, persuade, or compel all


