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Oh, that the hearers of the Word would obey the convictions and inquire, What saith the Word of God! This
is truth, sacred, eternal truth, if denied by the men of talent who are honored by the world. That which
God condemns is fatal error, even if the whole world applauds it. That which bears the stamp of God, the
truth of His Word, may be unpopular. Yet, nevertheless, it is the truth, even if the whole world frowns upon
and rejects it and tramples it under their feet. Trials are before the people of God. His arrows will �y thick
and fast directly at those who would leave the service of Satan and follow Christ in humble obedience,
lifting the cross and bearing it after the Master. Satan will not sift the cha� because he gains nothing in
this. He sifts the wheat. The devil will not try and tempt and persecute those whom he is sure of because
living in known transgression of the law of God. Those who have enlisted in the army of the Lord,



standing under the blood-stained banner of Prince Immanuel, Satan will seek to harass and destroy.
Christians will meet and have many and severe con�icts with the wily foe who is merciless. He will bring
them into the most di�cult places and then exult in their distress. But thank God, Jesus lives to make
intercession for every one of us. Our safety is in committing ourselves to God and resting by faith in His
merits who has said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” Hebrews 13:5. 3LtMs, Lt 42, 1878, par. 11

The History to Be Repeated

—Near the close of this earth’s history Satan will work with all his powers in the

same manner and with the same temptations wherewith he tempted ancient

Israel just before their entering the Land of Promise. He will lay snares for those

who claim to keep the commandments of God, and who are almost on the borders

of the heavenly Canaan. He will use his powers to their utmost in order to entrap

souls and to take God’s professed people upon their weakest points.











Those who have not brought the lower passions into subjection to the higher

powers of their being, those who have allowed their minds to �ow in a channel of

carnal indulgence of the baser passions, Satan is determined to destroy with his

temptations—to pollute their souls with licentiousness.















He is not aiming especially at the lower and less important marks, but he makes

use of his snares through those whom he can enlist as his agents to allure or

attract men to take liberties which are condemned in the law of God. And men in

responsible positions, teaching the claims of God’s law, whose mouths are �lled

with arguments in vindication of His law, against which Satan has made such a

raid—over such he sets his hellish powers and his agencies at work and

overthrows them upon the weak points in their character, knowing that he who

o�ends on one point is guilty of all, thus obtaining complete mastery over the

entire man. Mind, soul, body, and conscience are involved in the ruin.  If he be a

messenger of righteousness and has had great light, or if the Lord has used him as

His special worker in the cause of truth, then how great is the triumph of Satan!

How he exults! How God is dishonored! AH 327.1

On the Verge of Ful�llment—We are living in a most solemn period of this earth’s

history. There is never time to sin; it is always perilous to continue in

transgression, but in a special sense is this true at the present time. We are now

upon the very borders of the eternal world and stand in a more solemn relation

to time and to eternity than ever before. Now let every person search his own

heart and plead for the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness to expel all

spiritual darkness and cleanse from de�lement.9

































To us who are standing on the very verge of their ful�llment, of what deep



moment, what living interest, are these delineations of the things to come—

events for which, since our �rst parents turned their steps from Eden, God’s

children have watched and waited, longed and prayed!

Fellow pilgrim, we are still amid the shadows and turmoil of earthly activities,

but soon our Saviour is to appear to bring deliverance and rest.  Let us by faith

behold the blessed hereafter, as pictured by the hand of God. AH 549.3 – AH 550.1

































It is no time to be ashamed of our faith. We are a spectacle to the world, to

angels, and to men. The whole universe is looking with inexpressible interest to



see the closing work of the great controversy between Christ and Satan. At such a

time as this, just as the great work of judging the living is to begin, shall we allow

unsancti�ed ambition to take possession of the heart? What can be of any worth

to us now, except to be found loyal and true to the God of heaven? What is there of

any real value in this world, when we are on the very borders of the eternal

world? What education can we give to the students in our schools, that is so

necessary as a knowledge of “what saith the Scripture”? … CE 212.4



I am �lled with sadness when I think of our condition as a people. The Lord has

not closed heaven to us, but our own course of continual backsliding has



separated us from God. Pride, covetousness, and love of the world have lived in

the heart without fear of banishment or condemnation. Grievous and

presumptuous sins have dwelt among us. And yet the general opinion is that the

church is �ourishing, and that peace and spiritual prosperity are in all her

borders.





The church has turned back from following Christ her leader and is steadily

retreating toward Egypt. Yet few are alarmed or astonished at their want of

spiritual power. Doubt, and even disbelief of the testimonies of the Spirit of God,

is leavening our churches everywhere.  Satan would have it thus.—Testimonies

for the Church 5:217. ChS 38.4















When through yielding to temptation the Hebrews transgressed God’s law, their

defense departed from them. When the people of God are faithful to His

commandments, “there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any

divination against Israel.” Numbers 23:23. Hence all the wily arts of Satan are

exerted to seduce them into sin. If those who profess to be the depositaries of

God’s law become transgressors of its precepts, they will be unable to stand

before their enemies.

The Israelites who could not be overcome by arms or the enchantments of Midian

fell a prey to her harlots. Such is the power that woman, enlisted in the service of

Satan, has exerted to destroy souls. “She hath cast down many wounded: yea,

many strong men have been slain by her.” Proverbs 7:26. It was thus that Joseph

was tempted. Thus Samson betrayed his strength into the hands of the

Philistines. Here David stumbled. And Solomon, the wisest of kings, became a

slave of passion and sacri�ced his integrity to the same bewitching power.

Satan has studied with �endish intensity for thousands of years, and through

successive generations he has wrought to overthrow princes in Israel by the same

temptations that were so successful at Baalpeor. As we approach the close of time,

on the borders of the heavenly Canaan, Satan will redouble his e�orts to prevent

the people of God from entering the goodly land. He will prepare his temptations

for those in holy o�ce; if he can lead them to pollute their souls, he can through

them destroy many. By worldly friendships, the charms of beauty, pleasure

seeking, mirth, feasting, or the winecup, he tempts to violation of the seventh

commandment.

Those who will dishonor God’s image and de�le His temple in their own persons

will not scruple at any dishonor to God that will gratify the desire of their

depraved hearts. It is impossible for the slave of passion to realize the sacred

obligation of the law of God, to appreciate the atonement, or to place a right value

upon the soul. Goodness, purity, truth, reverence for God, and love for sacred

things—all are consumed in the �res of lust. The soul becomes a blackened and

desolate waste. Beings formed in the image of God are dragged down to a level

with the brutes. EP 323.2 – EP 324.1

Of Moses God’s word declares, “Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the

men which were upon the face of the earth.” Long had he borne with the rebellion

and obstinacy of Israel. But at last his patience gave way. They were on the

borders of the promised land. But before they entered Canaan, they must show

that they believed God’s promise. The supply of water ceased. Here was an



opportunity for them to walk by faith instead of by sight. But they forgot the hand

that for so many years had supplied their wants, and instead of turning to God for

help, they murmured against Him. FE 508.6

When God’s presence was �nally withdrawn from the Jewish nation,
priests and people knew it not. Though under the control of Satan, and

swayed by the most horrible and malignant passions, they still
regarded themselves as the chosen of God. The ministration in the

temple continued; sacri�ces were o�ered upon its polluted altars, and
daily the divine blessing was invoked upon a people guilty of the blood

of God’s dear Son and seeking to slay His ministers and apostles. So
when the irrevocable decision of the sanctuary has been pronounced

and the destiny of the world has been forever �xed, the inhabitants of
the earth will know it not. The forms of religion will be continued by a
people from whom the Spirit of God has been �nally withdrawn; and
the satanic zeal with which the prince of evil will inspire them for the
accomplishment of his malignant designs, will bear the semblance of

zeal for God.
As the Sabbath has become the special point of controversy

throughout Christendom, and religious and secular authorities have
combined to enforce the observance of the Sunday, the persistent

refusal of a small minority to yield to the popular demand will make
them objects of universal execration. It will be urged that the few who

stand in opposition to an institution of the church and a law of the
state ought not to be tolerated; that it is better for them to su�er than
for whole nations to be thrown into confusion and lawlessness. The

same argument many centuries ago was brought against Christ by the
“rulers of the people.” “It is expedient for us,” said the wily Caiaphas,

“that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation
perish not.” John 11:50. This argument will appear conclusive; and a
decree will �nally be issued against those who hallow the Sabbath of

the fourth commandment, denouncing them as deserving of the
severest punishment and giving the people liberty, after a certain

time, to put them to death. Romanism in the Old World and apostate



Protestantism in the New will pursue a similar course toward those
who honor all the divine precepts.

The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of a�iction
and distress described by the prophet as the time of Jacob’s trouble.

“Thus saith the Lord: We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and
not of peace…. All faces are turned into paleness. Alas! for that day is
great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but

he shall be saved out of it.” Jeremiah 30:5-7.
Jacob’s night of anguish, when he wrestled in prayer for deliverance
from the hand of Esau (Genesis 32:24-30), represents the experience

of God’s people in the time of trouble. Because of the deception
practiced to secure his father’s blessing, intended for Esau, Jacob had

�ed for his life, alarmed by his brother’s deadly threats. After
remaining for many years an exile, he had set out, at God’s command,

to return with his wives and children, his �ocks and herds, to his
native country. On reaching the borders of the land, he was �lled with

terror by the tidings of Esau’s approach at the head of a band of
warriors, doubtless bent upon revenge. Jacob’s company, unarmed

and defenseless, seemed about to fall helpless victims of violence and
slaughter. And to the burden of anxiety and fear was added the

crushing weight of self-reproach, for it was his own sin that had
brought this danger. His only hope was in the mercy of God; his only

defense must be prayer. Yet he leaves nothing undone on his own part
to atone for the wrong to his brother and to avert the threatened

danger. So should the followers of Christ, as they approach the time of
trouble, make every exertion to place themselves in a proper light

before the people, to disarm prejudice, and to avert the danger which
threatens liberty of conscience.

Having sent his family away, that they may not witness his distress,
Jacob remains alone to intercede with God. He confesses his sin and
gratefully acknowledges the mercy of God toward him while with

deep humiliation he pleads the covenant made with his fathers and
the promises to himself in the night vision at Bethel and in the land of

his exile. The crisis in his life has come; everything is at stake. In the
darkness and solitude he continues praying and humbling himself

before God. Suddenly a hand is laid upon his shoulder. He thinks that
an enemy is seeking his life, and with all the energy of despair he



wrestles with his assailant. As the day begins to break, the stranger
puts forth his superhuman power; at his touch the strong man seems
paralyzed, and he falls, a helpless, weeping suppliant, upon the neck
of his mysterious antagonist. Jacob knows now that it is the Angel of

the covenant with whom he has been in con�ict. Though disabled and
su�ering the keenest pain, he does not relinquish his purpose. Long
has he endured perplexity, remorse, and trouble for his sin; now he

must have the assurance that it is pardoned. The divine visitant seems
about to depart; but Jacob clings to Him, pleading for a blessing. The

Angel urges, “Let Me go, for the day breaketh;” but the patriarch
exclaims, “I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me.” What

con�dence, what �rmness and perseverance, are here displayed! Had
this been a boastful, presumptuous claim, Jacob would have been

instantly destroyed; but his was the assurance of one who confesses
his weakness and unworthiness, yet trusts the mercy of a covenant-

keeping God.
“He had power over the Angel, and prevailed.” Hosea 12:4. Through

humiliation, repentance, and self-surrender, this sinful, erring mortal
prevailed with the Majesty of heaven. He had fastened his trembling
grasp upon the promises of God, and the heart of In�nite Love could

not turn away the sinner’s plea. As an evidence of his triumph and an
encouragement to others to imitate his example, his name was
changed from one which was a reminder of his sin, to one that

commemorated his victory. And the fact that Jacob had prevailed with
God was an assurance that he would prevail with men. He no longer
feared to encounter his brother’s anger, for the Lord was his defense.
Satan had accused Jacob before the angels of God, claiming the right
to destroy him because of his sin; he had moved upon Esau to march

against him; and during the patriarch’s long night of wrestling, Satan
endeavored to force upon him a sense of his guilt in order to

discourage him and break his hold upon God. Jacob was driven almost
to despair; but he knew that without help from heaven he must perish.

He had sincerely repented of his great sin, and he appealed to the
mercy of God. He would not be turned from his purpose, but held fast

the Angel and urged his petition with earnest, agonizing cries until he
prevailed.

As Satan in�uenced Esau to march against Jacob, so he will stir up the



wicked to destroy God’s people in the time of trouble. And as he
accused Jacob, he will urge his accusations against the people of God.

He numbers the world as his subjects; but the little company who keep
the commandments of God are resisting his supremacy. If he could

blot them from the earth, his triumph would be complete. He sees that
holy angels are guarding them, and he infers that their sins have been
pardoned; but he does not know that their cases have been decided in
the sanctuary above. He has an accurate knowledge of the sins which
he has tempted them to commit, and he presents these before God in

the most exaggerated light, representing this people to be just as
deserving as himself of exclusion from the favor of God. He declares
that the Lord cannot in justice forgive their sins and yet destroy him
and his angels. He claims them as his prey and demands that they be

given into his hands to destroy.
As Satan accuses the people of God on account of their sins, the Lord
permits him to try them to the uttermost. Their con�dence in God,
their faith and �rmness, will be severely tested. As they review the

past, their hopes sink; for in their whole lives they can see little good.
They are fully conscious of their weakness and unworthiness. Satan

endeavors to terrify them with the thought that their cases are
hopeless, that the stain of their de�lement will never be washed away.

He hopes so to destroy their faith that they will yield to his
temptations and turn from their allegiance to God.

Though God’s people will be surrounded by enemies who are bent
upon their destruction, yet the anguish which they su�er is not a

dread of persecution for the truth’s sake; they fear that every sin has
not been repented of, and that through some fault in themselves they
will fail to realize the ful�llment of the Saviour’s promise: I “will keep

thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the
world.” Revelation 3:10. If they could have the assurance of pardon
they would not shrink from torture or death; but should they prove

unworthy, and lose their lives because of their own defects of
character, then God’s holy name would be reproached.

On every hand they hear the plottings of treason and see the active
working of rebellion; and there is aroused within them an intense

desire, an earnest yearning of soul, that this great apostasy may be
terminated and the wickedness of the wicked may come to an end. But



while they plead with God to stay the work of rebellion, it is with a
keen sense of self-reproach that they themselves have no more power
to resist and urge back the mighty tide of evil. They feel that had they

always employed all their ability in the service of Christ, going
forward from strength to strength, Satan’s forces would have less

power to prevail against them.
They a�ict their souls before God, pointing to their past repentance of

their many sins, and pleading the Saviour’s promise: “Let him take
hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall
make peace with Me.” Isaiah 27:5. Their faith does not fail because
their prayers are not immediately answered. Though su�ering the

keenest anxiety, terror, and distress, they do not cease their
intercessions. They lay hold of the strength of God as Jacob laid hold of

the Angel; and the language of their souls is: “I will not let Thee go,
except Thou bless me.”

Had not Jacob previously repented of his sin in obtaining the
birthright by fraud, God would not have heard his prayer and

mercifully preserved his life. So, in the time of trouble, if the people of
God had unconfessed sins to appear before them while tortured with
fear and anguish, they would be overwhelmed; despair would cut o�
their faith, and they could not have con�dence to plead with God for
deliverance. But while they have a deep sense of their unworthiness,

they have no concealed wrongs to reveal. Their sins have gone
beforehand to judgment and have been blotted out, and they cannot

bring them to remembrance.
Satan leads many to believe that God will overlook their

unfaithfulness in the minor a�airs of life; but the Lord shows in His
dealings with Jacob that He will in no wise sanction or tolerate evil. All

who endeavor to excuse or conceal their sins, and permit them to
remain upon the books of heaven, unconfessed and unforgiven, will

be overcome by Satan. The more exalted their profession and the more
honorable the position which they hold, the more grievous is their

course in the sight of God and the more sure the triumph of their great
adversary. Those who delay a preparation for the day of God cannot
obtain it in the time of trouble or at any subsequent time. The case of

all such is hopeless.
Those professed Christians who come up to that last fearful con�ict



unprepared will, in their despair, confess their sins in words of
burning anguish, while the wicked exult over their distress. These

confessions are of the same character as was that of Esau or of Judas.
Those who make them, lament the result of transgression, but not its

guilt. They feel no true contrition, no abhorrence of evil. They
acknowledge their sin, through fear of punishment; but, like Pharaoh

of old, they would return to their de�ance of Heaven should the
judgments be removed.

Jacob’s history is also an assurance that God will not cast o� those
who have been deceived and tempted and betrayed into sin, but who
have returned unto Him with true repentance. While Satan seeks to
destroy this class, God will send His angels to comfort and protect

them in the time of peril. The assaults of Satan are �erce and
determined, his delusions are terrible; but the Lord’s eye is upon His
people, and His ear listens to their cries. Their a�iction is great, the
�ames of the furnace seem about to consume them; but the Re�ner

will bring them forth as gold tried in the �re. God’s love for His
children during the period of their severest trial is as strong and

tender as in the days of their sunniest prosperity; but it is needful for
them to be placed in the furnace of �re; their earthliness must be

consumed, that the image of Christ may be perfectly re�ected.
The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith that
can endure weariness, delay, and hunger—a faith that will not faint

though severely tried. The period of probation is granted to all to
prepare for that time. Jacob prevailed because he was persevering and

determined. His victory is an evidence of the power of importunate
prayer. All who will lay hold of God’s promises, as he did, and be as

earnest and persevering as he was, will succeed as he succeeded.
Those who are unwilling to deny self, to agonize before God, to pray
long and earnestly for His blessing, will not obtain it. Wrestling with
God—how few know what it is! How few have ever had their souls
drawn out after God with intensity of desire until every power is on
the stretch. When waves of despair which no language can express

sweep over the suppliant, how few cling with unyielding faith to the
promises of God.

Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest danger of
falling under the power of satanic delusions and the decree to compel



the conscience. And even if they endure the test they will be plunged
into deeper distress and anguish in the time of trouble, because they
have never made it a habit to trust in God. The lessons of faith which

they have neglected they will be forced to learn under a terrible
pressure of discouragement GC 615.1 – GC 622.1

It is at the time of greatest weakness that Satan assails the soul with the �ercest

temptations. It was thus that he hoped to prevail over the Son of God; for by this

policy he had gained many victories over man. When the will power weakened

and faith failed, then those who had stood long and valiantly for the right

yielded to temptation. Moses, wearied with forty years of wandering and

unbelief, lost for a moment his hold on In�nite Power. He failed just on the

borders of the Promised Land. So with Elijah. He who had maintained his trust in

Jehovah during the years of drought and famine, he who had stood undaunted

before Ahab, he who throughout that trying day on Carmel had stood before the

whole nation of Israel the sole witness to the true God, in a moment of weariness

allowed the fear of death to overcome his faith in God.

And so it is today. When we are encompassed with doubt, perplexed by

circumstances, or a�icted by poverty or distress, Satan seeks to shake our

con�dence in Jehovah. It is then that he arrays before us our mistakes and tempts

us to distrust God, to question His love. He hopes to discourage the soul and break

our hold on God.

Those who, standing in the forefront of the con�ict, are impelled by the Holy

Spirit to do a special work, will frequently feel a reaction when the pressure is

removed. Despondency may shake the most heroic faith and weaken the most

steadfast will. But God understands, and He still pities and loves. He reads the

motives and the purposes of the heart. To wait patiently, to trust when

everything looks dark, is the lesson that the leaders in God’s work need to learn.

Heaven will not fail them in their day of adversity. Nothing is apparently more

helpless, yet really more invincible, than the soul that feels its nothingness and

relies wholly on God.

Not alone for men in positions of large responsibility is the lesson of Elijah’s

— The Great Controversy Between Christ and Satan by Ellen G White



experience in learning anew how to trust God in the hour of trial. He who was

Elijah’s strength is strong to uphold every struggling child of His, no matter how

weak. Of everyone He expects loyalty, and to everyone He grants power according

to the need. In his own strength man is strengthless; but in the might of God he

may be strong to overcome evil and to help others to overcome. Satan can never

gain advantage of him who makes God his defense. “Surely, shall one say, in the

Lord have I righteousness and strength.” Isaiah 45:24.

Fellow Christian, Satan knows your weakness; therefore cling to Jesus. Abiding

in God’s love, you may stand every test.  The righteousness of Christ alone can

give you power to stem the tide of evil that is sweeping over the world.  Bring

faith into your experience. Faith lightens every burden, relieves every weariness.

Providences that are now mysterious you may solve by continued trust in God.

Walk by faith in the path He marks out. Trials will come, but go forward. This will

strengthen your faith and �t you for service. The records of sacred history are

written, not merely that we may read and wonder, but that the same faith which

wrought in God’s servants of old may work in us. In no less marked manner will

the Lord work now, wherever there are hearts of faith to be channels of His power.

To us, as to Peter, the word is spoken, “Satan hath desired to have you, that he

may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” Luke

22:31, 32. Christ will never abandon those for whom He has died. We may leave

Him and be overwhelmed with temptation, but Christ can never turn from one

for whom He has paid the ransom of His own life.  Could our spiritual vision be

quickened, we should see souls bowed under oppression and burdened with grief,

pressed as a cart beneath sheaves, and ready to die in discouragement. We should

see angels �ying quickly to the aid of these tempted ones, forcing back the hosts

of evil that encompass them, and placing their feet on the sure foundation. The

battles waging between the two armies are as real as those fought by the armies of

this world, and on the issue of the spiritual con�ict eternal destinies depend. PK

174.1 – PK 175.3

It was upon his knowledge of the long-su�erance of Jehovah and of His in�nite

love and mercy, that Moses based his wonderful plea for the life of Israel when, on

the borders of the Promised Land, they refused to advance in obedience to the

command of God. At the height of their rebellion the Lord had declared, “I will

smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them;” and He had proposed to

make of the descendants of Moses “a greater nation and mightier than they.”

Numbers 14:12. But the prophet pleaded the marvelous providences and promises



of God in behalf of the chosen nation. And then, as the strongest of all pleas, he

urged the love of God for fallen man. See verses 17-19. PK 312.3

All should feel that they are not proprietors, but stewards, and that the time is

coming when they must give an account for the use they have made of their

Lord’s money. Means will be needed in the cause of God. With David they should

say: “All things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we given Thee.” Schools are

to be established in various places, publications are to be multiplied, churches are

to be built in the large cities, and laborers are to be sent forth, not only into the

cities, but into the highways and hedges. And now, my brethren who believe the

truth, is your opportunity. We are standing, as it were, on the borders of the

eternal world. We are looking for the glorious appearing of our Lord; the night is

far spent; the day is at hand.  When we realize the greatness of the plan of

redemption we shall be far more courageous, self-sacri�cing, and devotional

than we now are. 5T 382.2

We are living in an age of moral debasement; the world is as a second Sodom. Those

who look for the coming of the Son of man, those who know that they are right upon

the borders of the eternal world, should set an example in harmony with their faith.

Those who do not maintain purity and holiness are not accepted of God. The true

children of God have deep-rooted principles which will not be moved by

temptations, because Christ is abiding in their hearts by faith . TSB 244.3












