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Retracing Rome Ladders: Nepal bans

solo trekkers throughout the coun-

try, Faith is a journey that must be

walked with others, pope says

Charles Beecher, in a sermon in the year
1846, declared that the ministry of “the
evangelical Protestant denominations” is
“not only formed all the way up under a
tremendous pressure of merely human fear,
but they live, and move, and breathe in a state
of things radically corrupt, and appealing
every hour to every baser element of their
nature to hush up the truth, and bow the knee
to the power of apostasy. Was not this the
way things went with Rome? Are we not
living her life over again? And what do we see
just ahead? Another general council! A
world’s convention! Evangelical alliance, and
universal creed!”—Sermon on “The Bible a
Su�cient Creed,” delivered at Fort Wayne,
Indiana, Feb. 22, 1846. When this shall be
gained, then, in the e�ort to secure complete
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uniformity, it will be only a step to the resort
to force. GC 444.3





Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the wellfavoured harlot, the 
mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms,  and 
families through her witchcrafts. Nahum:3:4

The Roman Catholic Church, with all its rami�cations throughout the
world, forms one vast organization under the control, and designed to

serve the interests, of the papal see. Its millions of communicants, in
every country on the globe, are instructed to hold themselves as bound

in allegiance to the pope. Whatever their nationality or their
government, they are to regard the authority of the church as above

all other. Though they may take the oath pledging their loyalty to the
state, yet back of this lies the vow of obedience to Rome, absolving

them from every pledge inimical to her interests.
History testi�es of her artful and persistent e�orts to insinuate herself

into the a�airs of nations; and having gained a foothold, to further
her own aims, even at the ruin of princes and people. GC 580.2 – GC

580.3

By Swati Gupta and Lilit Marcus, CNN
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— The Great Controversy Between Christ and Satan by Ellen G White
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Five years after banning solo adventurers from climbing Mount Everest, Nepal’s

government has extended the restriction to the whole country.

Nepal is home to eight of the world’s tallest mountains, but it is also known for its

beautiful rural trekking regions. From now on, travelers who hope to trek in

remote regions must hire a government-licensed guide or join a group.

Spiritualism asserts that men are unfallen demigods; that “each mind

will judge itself;” that “true knowledge places men above all law;” that

“all sins committed are innocent;” for “whatever is, is right,” and “God

doth not condemn.” The basest of human beings it represents as in

heaven, and highly exalted there. Thus it declares to all men, “It

matters not what you do; live as you please, heaven is your home.”

Multitudes are thus led to believe that desire is the highest law, that

license is liberty, and that man is accountable only to himself.

With such teaching given at the very outset of life, when impulse is

strongest, and the demand for self-restraint and purity is most urgent,

where are the safeguards of virtue? what is to prevent the world from

becoming a second Sodom?

At the same time anarchy is seeking to sweep away all law, not only divine,

but human. The centralizing of wealth and power; the vast combinations

for the enriching of the few at the expense of the many; the combinations of

the poorer classes for the defense of their interests and claims; the spirit of
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unrest, of riot and bloodshed; the world-wide dissemination of the same

teachings that led to the French Revolution—all are tending to involve the

whole world in a struggle similar to that which convulsed France.

Such are the in�uences to be met by the youth of today. To stand amidst

such upheavals they are now to lay the foundations of character.

In every generation and in every land the true foundation and pattern

for character building have been the same. The divine law, “Thou shalt

love the Lord thy God with all thy heart; … and thy neighbor as thyself”

(Luke 10:27), the great principle made manifest in the character and life

of our Saviour, is the only secure foundation and the only sure guide.

“The stability of thy times and the strength of thy happiness shall be

wisdom and knowledge” (Isaiah 33:6, Leeser’s translation)—that

wisdom and knowledge which God’s word alone can impart.

It is as true now as when the words were spoken to Israel of obedience

to His commandments: “This is your wisdom and your understanding

in the sight of the nations.” Deuteronomy 4:6.

Here is the only safeguard for individual integrity, for the purity of the

home, the well-being of society, or the stability of the nation. Amidst all

life’s perplexities and dangers and con�icting claims the one safe and

sure rule is to do what God says. “The statutes of the Lord are right,”

and “he that doeth these things shall never be moved.” Psalm 19:8;

15:5. Ed 227.6 – Ed 229.3

Christians should not seek the Lord by themselves without being part of a faith

community and without spiritual accompaniment, Pope Francis said.









However, Francis cautioned against forms of accompaniment that “can give

rise to unrealistic expectations, misunderstandings, forms of dependence that

leave the person in an infantile state.”



The person who accompanies others in their spiritual life “does not substitute

the Lord, does not do the work in the place of the person accompanied, but walks



alongside him or her, encouraging them to interpret what is stirring in their

heart,”  the pope said Jan. 4 at his weekly general audience.

My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. If they say, Come with 
us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent 
without cause: Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as 
those that go down into the pit: We shall find all precious substance, we 
shall fill our houses with spoil: Cast in thy lot among us; let us all 
have one purse: My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy 
foot from their path: For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed 
blood. Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird. And 
they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives. 
So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away 
the life of the owners thereof.
Proverbs:1:10-19

Speaking with visitors in the Paul VI audience hall, the pope concluded his series

of talks about the process of spiritual discernment by focusing on the

importance of spiritual accompaniment in helping and supporting this process .

While the trekking industry is one of the country’s biggest moneymakers, the

cost of search and rescue missions for solo hikers who get lost is signi�cant.

“When you are traveling solo, in case of emergencies there is no one to help

you,” Mani R. Lamichhane, Director of the Nepal Tourism Board, tells CNN. “It is

�ne if they are traveling in the cities, but in the remote mountains, the

infrastructure is not adequate.”

And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone , but I and 
the Father that sent me. John:8:16, Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now 
come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave 
me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 
John:16:32, I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon the house top. Mine 
enemies reproach me all the day; and they that are mad against me are 
sworn against me.Psalm:102:7-8 



Lamicchane adds: “When tourists go missing or they are found dead, even the

government cannot track them because they have taken remote routes.”

I am like a pelican of the wilderness: I am like an owl of the desert. 
Psalm:102:6

Christian divisions make fertile ground for
con�ict, pope says

By Cindy Wooden

But what is the “image to the beast”? and how is it to be formed? The
image is made by the two-horned beast, and is an image to the �rst
beast. It is also called an image of the beast. Then to learn what the

image is like and how it is to be formed we must study the
characteristics of the beast itself—the papacy.

When the early church became corrupted by departing from the
simplicity of the gospel and accepting heathen rites and customs, she

lost the Spirit and power of God; and in order to control the
consciences of the people, she sought the support of the secular power.

The result was the papacy, a church that controlled the power of the
state and employed it to further her own ends, especially for the

punishment of “heresy.” In order for the United States to form an
image of the beast, the religious power must so control the civil

government that the authority of the state will also be employed by
the church to accomplish her own ends.

Whenever the church has obtained secular power, she has employed it
to punish dissent from her doctrines. Protestant churches that have

followed in the steps of Rome by forming alliance with worldly
powers have manifested a similar desire to restrict liberty of

conscience. An example of this is given in the long-continued
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persecution of dissenters by the Church of England. During the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, thousands of nonconformist

ministers were forced to �ee from their churches, and many, both of
pastors and people, were subjected to �ne, imprisonment, torture, and

martyrdom.
It was apostasy that led the early church to seek the aid of the civil

government, and this prepared the way for the development of the
papacy—the beast.  Said Paul: “There” shall “come a falling away, …
and that man of sin be revealed.” 2 Thessalonians 2:3. So apostasy in

the church will prepare the way for the image to the beast.
The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord there will exist a
state of religious declension similar to that in the �rst centuries.  “In

the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to

parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural a�ection, trucebreakers,
false accusers, incontinent, �erce, despisers of those that are good,

traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.” 2
Timothy 3:1-5. “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter

times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils.” 1 Timothy 4:1. Satan will work “with all

power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness.” And all that “received not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved,” will be left to accept “strong delusion, that they

should believe a lie.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11 . When this state of
ungodliness shall be reached, the same results will follow as in the

�rst centuries.
The wide diversity of belief in the Protestant churches is regarded by

many as decisive proof that no e�ort to secure a forced uniformity can
ever be made. But there has been for years, in churches of the

Protestant faith, a strong and growing sentiment in favor of a union
based upon common points of doctrine. To secure such a union, the

discussion of subjects upon which all were not agreed—however
important they might be from a Bible standpoint—must necessarily

be waived.
Charles Beecher, in a sermon in the year 1846, declared that the

ministry of “the evangelical Protestant denominations” is “not only



formed all the way up under a tremendous pressure of merely human
fear, but they live, and move, and breathe in a state of things radically

corrupt, and appealing every hour to every baser element of their
nature to hush up the truth, and bow the knee to the power of

apostasy. Was not this the way things went with Rome? Are we not
living her life over again? And what do we see just ahead? Another

general council! A world’s convention! Evangelical alliance, and
universal creed!” —Sermon on “The Bible a Su�cient Creed,”

delivered at Fort Wayne, Indiana, Feb. 22, 1846. When this shall be
gained, then, in the e�ort to secure complete uniformity, it will be

only a step to the resort to force.
When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such

points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall in�uence the
state to enforce their decrees and to sustain their institutions, then

Protestant America will have formed an image of the Roman
hierarchy, and the in�iction of civil penalties upon dissenters will

inevitably result.
The beast with two horns “causeth commands all, both small and
great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right

hand, or in their foreheads: and that no man might buy or sell, save he
that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his
name.” Revelation 13:16, 17. The third angel’s warning is: “If any
man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his

forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath
of God.” “The beast” mentioned in this message, whose worship is

enforced by the two-horned beast, is the �rst, or leopardlike beast of
Revelation 13—the papacy. The “image to the beast” represents that

form of apostate Protestantism which will be developed when the
Protestant churches shall seek the aid of the civil power for the

enforcement of their dogmas.  The “mark of the beast” still remains to
be de�ned.

After the warning against the worship of the beast and his image the
prophecy declares: “Here are they that keep the commandments of

God, and the faith of Jesus.” Since those who keep God’s
commandments are thus placed in contrast with those that worship

the beast and his image and receive his mark, it follows that the
keeping of God’s law, on the one hand, and its violation, on the other,



will make the distinction between the worshipers of God and the
worshipers of the beast.

The special characteristic of the beast, and therefore of his image, is
the breaking of God’s commandments. Says Daniel, of the little horn,

the papacy: “He shall think to change times and the law.” Daniel 7:25,
R.V. And Paul styled the same power the “man of sin,” who was to

exalt himself above God. One prophecy is a complement of the other.
Only by changing God’s law could the papacy exalt itself above God;

whoever should understandingly keep the law as thus changed would
be giving supreme honor to that power by which the change was
made. Such an act of obedience to papal laws would be a mark of

allegiance to the pope in the place of God. GC 443.1 – GC 446.1

Pope Francis greets Swiss Cardinal Kurt Koch, president of the Ponti�cal Council for Promoting Christian
Unity, during a meeting with members of the council at the Vatican May 6, 2022. (Credit: CNS
photo/Vatican Media.)
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ROME — Doing nothing to overcome the divisions among Christians means

allowing tensions to fester and even feed con�ict, Pope Francis said.

“Ignoring the divisions among Christians, whether out of habit or out of

resignation, means tolerating that pollution of hearts which makes fertile

ground for con�ict,” he said May 6 during a meeting with members of the

Ponti�cal Council for Promoting Christian Unity.



While the COVID-19 pandemic forced many ecumenical initiatives to be canceled

or moved online, he said, it also had the bene�t of creating a “renewed



awareness” among Christians that they belong to one family, an awareness

“rooted in the experience of sharing the same fragility and of being able to

count only on God’s help.”

The pandemic proved the wisdom of 50 years of ecumenical work emphasizing

that “ for a Christian it is not possible, it is not viable, to go it alone within one’s

confession,” he said. “Either we go together, fraternally, or we do not walk.” ,

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light 
with darkness? And what concord
 hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an 
infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are 
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. And will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty.
2 Corinthians:6:14-18



In addition to the challenges caused when hikers go missing in rural areas,

Lamichhane says that unlicensed tour guides and companies are also an issue.



These companies who do not register with the government do not pay taxes and,

the tourism director alleges, take jobs away from Nepalis.

null

Ad feedback

“There have been some cases where the trekking association  has been

requesting us to stop these unauthorized trekking operations. This has been a

demand from tourism associations for a long time,” he says.



































Those in the climbing and trekking community have mixed opinions on the new

ruling.



Ian Taylor, owner of a well-regarded guiding company with a long history in

Nepal, says that the move makes sense as more and more people attempt

di�cult climbs in Nepal.

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the 
LORD's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many 
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths:  for out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
Isaiah:2:2-3

“Things have drastically changed in the region over the years,” he tells CNN.

The Roman Church now presents a fair front to the world, covering

with apologies her record of horrible cruelties. She has clothed herself

in Christlike garments; but she is unchanged. Every principle of the

papacy that existed in past ages exists today. The doctrines devised in

the darkest ages are still held. Let none deceive themselves. The papacy

that Protestants are now so ready to honor is the same that ruled the

world in the days of the Reformation, when men of God stood up, at the

peril of their lives, to expose her iniquity.  She possesses the same pride

and arrogant assumption that lorded it over kings and princes, and

claimed the prerogatives of God. Her spirit is no less cruel and despotic

now than when she crushed out human liberty and slew the saints of the

Most High.

The papacy is just what prophecy declared that she would be, the

apostasy of the latter times. 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4. It is a part of her

policy to assume the character which will best accomplish her purpose;

but beneath the variable appearance of the chameleon she conceals the

invariable venom of the serpent. “Faith ought not to be kept with

heretics, nor persons suspected of heresy” (Lenfant, volume 1, page

516), she declares. Shall this power, whose record for a thousand years

is written in the blood of the saints, be now acknowledged as a part of

the church of Christ?
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